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Topics to be covered in this webcast:

• Notification/verification of bankruptcy 
filingfiling

• Automatic stay
• Proof of claim
• Discharge 

How does the court learn of a 
bankruptcy filing?

• Time stamped bankruptcy petition (pro se 
debtors only)

• Notice of bankruptcy case filing (electronic Notice of bankruptcy case filing (electronic 
or paper)

• Notice of meeting of creditors
• Order for administrative stay prepared by 

attorney for entry by state court
• SOS Notice
• Telephone call from debtor
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How does the court verify a 
bankruptcy filing?

• PACER
 http://pacer.psc.uscourts.gov
 (800) 676-6856 (Service Center)

• VCIS (Voice Case Information System) 
 (877) 422-3066

• Telephone call to bankruptcy court
 Detroit       (313) 234-0065
 Flint            (810) 235-4126
 Bay City     (989) 894-8840
 Western District    (616) 456-2693 

Creditor Request for Notice

• For electronic notice of pleadings filed in specific  
bankruptcy case

• Creditor login name and password assigned by 
bankruptcy courtbankruptcy court

• Western District of Michigan
 http://www.miwb.uscourts.gov , CM/ECF 

Information

• Eastern District of Michigan
 http://www.mieb.uscourts.gov , CM/ECF Info, 

Training Registration/Account Application

Section 362 Automatic Stay

• Arises by operation of law upon filing of 
bankruptcy petition

• Continues until case dismissed, stay lifted, or case 
l dclosed

• Purpose is to provide filer with a break from 
demands of pre-petition creditors
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General Exceptions to Section 362 Stay

• Multiple bankruptcy filers
 If a single individual debtor or joint debtors have 

filed two bankruptcy cases within the last year and 
those cases were dismissed

 At the end of the 30th day if the individual debtor or 
joint debtors have filed one case within the last year 
and that case was dismissed

• Motion for relief from stay has been granted in 
bankruptcy court

State Court Action

The question to ask is: 

“Does the stay pre-empt the state court from 
di ?”proceeding?”

• If the answer is yes, then party must apply to 
bankruptcy court to determine if stay applies. 



4

Civil Cases Involving Pre-petition 
Claims 

• If debtor is the only defendant, case is stayed
• If debtor is one of the defendants 
 Case against debtor is stayed
 May proceed against other defendants except spouse 

in Chapter 13 case if claim relates to a consumer 
debt

• If debtor is the plaintiff 
 Chapter 7 - may proceed but with bankruptcy trustee 

substituted as plaintiff unless trustee has abandoned 
property

 Chapter 13 – may proceed

Landlord Tenant (LT) Summary 
Proceedings 

Stay case unless:
• Nonresidential lease that has terminated by 

expiration of stated term in lease pre-petition or expiration of stated term in lease pre petition or 
during bankruptcy case

• Continuation of eviction on possession judgment 
obtained pre-petition (with some exceptions)

• Eviction based on property endangerment or 
illegal use of controlled substance and certification 
filed with bankruptcy court

Abandoned Vehicle Cases

• Although debtor is the petitioner, proceeding 
includes collections component (towing and 
storage fees) so case is stayedg ) y

• Towing company may be required to release car, 
but may retain secured interest to protect its 
interest

• Towing company could apply for relief from stay 
from bankruptcy court
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Post-bankruptcy Procedure

Best practice is to wait for plaintiff to act
• Enter dismissal if filed by plaintiff
• Re-open case if plaintiff provides documentation • Re-open case if plaintiff provides documentation 

that bankruptcy case was dismissed or debt not 
discharged

Traffic & Criminal Cases

• Case may proceed to judgment (if NSF case, 
bankruptcy court may determine case is about 
collection rather than criminal activity)y)

• No collection efforts allowed
• Fail to appear bench warrants may remain in 

LEIN
 Exception – fail to appear at show cause for non-

payment
• Fail to pay bench warrants must be recalled
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Traffic & Criminal Cases

• Driver license suspensions must be terminated 
and clearance returned

• Probation issues – probation conditions; Probation issues probation conditions; 
probation violations, etc.

Proof of Claim

• Chapter 7 – Do not file unless Trustee notifies you 
that bankruptcy estate has assets

• Chapter 13 – May fileChapter 13 May file
• If 10 or more filed in one year, electronic filing 

required (obtain user name and password from 
bankruptcy court)

• Court fines and costs do not have priority under 
section 502

Post-bankruptcy Procedure – Civil 
Infractions

• Chapter 7
▫ Reinstate license suspension
▫ Reissue bench warrant for failure to appear at ▫ Reissue bench warrant for failure to appear at 

show cause
▫ Resume collection attempts 
 Fine, penalty or forfeiture

• Chapter 13
▫ Fines and costs are discharged
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State Court Administrative Office 

PACER Memorandum 12-3-09 



 

 

 
Michigan Supreme Court 

State Court Administrative Office 

Trial Court Services Division 

Michigan Hall of Justice 

 P.O. Box 30048 

Lansing, Michigan 48909 

Phone (517) 373-4835 

MEMORANDUM 

 

DATE:  December 3, 2009  

 

TO:  Court Administrators, Registers, Friends of the Court  

 

FROM: Jill Booth, Management Analyst 

 

RE:  Public Access to Court Electronic Records (PACER) 

 
 

Public Access to Court Electronic Records (PACER) is an electronic public access service that 

allows users to obtain case and docket information from Federal Appellate, District and 

Bankruptcy courts, and the U.S. Party/Case Index via the Internet.   
 

The PACER System offers electronic access to case dockets to retrieve information such as:  

 A listing of all parties and participants including judges, attorneys, and trustees  

 A compilation of case related information such as cause of action, nature of suit, and 

dollar demand  

 A chronology of dates of case events entered in the case record  

 A claims registry  

 A listing of new cases each day  

 Appellate court opinions  

 Judgments or case status  

 Types of documents filed for certain cases  

 Imaged copies of documents  
 

Courts may find this service beneficial when dealing with bankruptcy issues in their courts.  The 

bankruptcy status of litigants and criminal defendants can be confirmed or determined through 

PACER.   

The normal user fees are waived for courts that wish to subscribe to this service if the chief judge 

of the court writes a letter to the chief judge of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court in his/her district and 

requests a waiver.  The chief judges of the bankruptcy courts in Michigan are:   

 Chief Judge Phillip J. Shefferly, U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Eastern District of 

Michigan, Southern Division, 211 W. Fort St., Suite 1950, Detroit, Michigan 48226 

 Chief Judge James D. Gregg, U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Western District of 

Michigan, One Division Avenue, N., Room #310, Grand Rapids, MI  49503 

 

http://pacer.psc.uscourts.gov/documents/natsuit.pdf
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To determine what federal court district you are in, go to 

http://www.mieb.uscourts.gov/generalInfo/location.html.  More information about PACER can be 

found on its website at http://pacer.psc.uscourts.gov/.   
 

The Michigan Judicial Institute will offer training on bankruptcy, including an overview and a 

general review of bankruptcy procedures, in the near future.  The training will be a series of 45-

60 minute archived webcasts that can be accessed by the courts on demand.   

 

Court personnel who have questions may contact Jill Booth at 517-373-3756 or 

boothj@courts.mi.gov.  

http://www.mieb.uscourts.gov/generalInfo/location.html
http://pacer.psc.uscourts.gov/
mailto:boothj@courts.mi.gov


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notice of Dismissal 
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Discharge of Debtor – Chapter 7 



WeitzelC
Text Box

WeitzelC
Text Box

WeitzelC
Text Box





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Order Discharging Debtors after 

Completion of Chapter 13 Plan 
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Order Granting Motion for Hardship 

Discharge 
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MC 50 Garnishment Release 



MC 50   (6/09)   GARNISHMENT RELEASE (Part 1) MCR 3.101

Court  telephone  no.Court  address

Approved, SCAO

STATE OF MICHIGAN CASE NO.
JUDICIAL DISTRICT
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

v

Plaintiff's attorney, bar no., address, and telephone no.

Defendant name and address (judgment debtor)Plaintiff name and address (judgment creditor)

GARNISHMENT RELEASE

TO THE GARNISHEE:

1. The garnishment issued on is withdrawn by the plaintiff.

The withdrawal was authorized on by    .

2. The garnishment issued on  is cancelled by the court.

3. You are released from further liability in connection with this garnishment.

4. Any amounts withheld by the garnishee on or after shall be returned to the defendant and
any further withholdings shall be discontinued.

CERTIFICATE OF MAILING

I certify that on this date this release was served on the garnishee and  the parties or their attorneys by first-class mail addressed
to their last-known addresses as defined by MCR 2.107(C)(3).

Date

Date

Deputy court clerkDate

Plaintiff/Attorney Bar no.

SignatureDate

Garnishee name and address

Original - Court (Part 1)
1st copy - Garnishee (Part 2)
2nd copy - Defendant (Part 2)
3rd copy - Plaintiff (Part 2)

Date

Date

TO THE PLAINTIFF: The social security number field is blacked out on the court copy for security reasons, but will appear on the
garnishee, defendant, and plaintiff copies.

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
**

** Insert social security number here.
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